TO: Director, Officeof I nformation ResourcesM anagement

FROM: ActingDirector, Divisonof SysemsManagement

SUBXECT: Extens onstothe1996 RPM SProgramming Standardsand Conventions
Isue

New extens onstothe 1996 RPM SProgramming Standardsand Conventions(SAC).

Backaround

The 1996 RPM S Programming Standardsand Conventions (SA C) wasapproved on June 27, 1996.
Inorder to keep thisdocument current, flexible, and usable, thereisaprovisonfor periodically
updatingit. Theseupdatesarecalled” extensons’. AnextensonasdefinedintheRPM S Software
Handbook is*anaddition, del etion, or modificationtothecurrent SAC document.” Extensions
havethefull weight of theorigind SAC. They will beissued asneeded.

Approvd
Thefollowing are SA C Extensionsapproved by IHSaspart of our 1996 SAC.
1. Section2.2.15Changed Lines(Page8, RPM S Software Handbook)
OLDWORDING:

2.2.15Changed LinesLineschanged fromthestandard releasewill bemarkedwith
asemicolonand comment. Thiscommentwill containthe Agency anddite
identification, theprogrammer’ sinitials, thedateof thechange, andreasonfor the
change. Duplicateand comment out theorigina lineof code. Additiona comment
linesmay beused.

eg.,CHGLINE;

' SZXXX=3
SAXXX=3;IHSABQD/FBD 04/01/96
;ThiswaschangedtoconformtoIHSSAC.

NEWWORDING:

2.215Changed Lines Linesor blocksof codechangedfromthestandardrelease
must beclearly markedto distinguishtheorigina codefromthenew code.
Duplicateand comment out theorigind line/block of code. Only onecommentline
containingtheagency, Site, programmer initia's, dateof change, reasonfor change,
and patch, if applicable, isrequired. Thiscomment linecan belocated at thetop of
theroutine, beforethelineof thecode changeor onthelineof thecodechange.
Multiplecomment linesareacceptable. If thechanged codecontainsa$TEXT
reference, theoldlinecan bemoved abovethe Entry Point solong asitsorigina



locationisclearlyindicated.
Sampleof What aChanged Block of CodeMight Look Like:

IHS/ADC/FAA 04/01/96 APPLICABLEPATCH# REASON FORCHANGE
:BEGORGCODE
SY=2

:Moreoldcode
:Moreoldcode

:END ORG CODE
:BEGNEW CODE
SX=1

Additiond linesof code
Additiond linesof code
‘END NEW CODE

EFFECT AND RATIONAL : Theoldwording required eachlineof changed codeto contain
theprogrammer’ sinitiads, etc. Thiswascumbersomeandincreasedthesizesof routines
unnecessarily. Programmerswererequiredtodocument onthechanged lineswithoutthe
flexibility of documenting such changesat thebeginning of theroutine, beforethechanged
lineor after thechangedline. Thenew wording should providemoreflexibility but till
alow thesupport personnel theability todistinguishorigina codefrom changed code.

2. Section2.1.14 Entry Points, (Page8, RPM S SoftwareHandbook)
OLDWORDING:

2.2.14 Entry PointsLinesthat areentry points(referenced by aDO or GOTOin
other routines) will consist only of alabel and asemi-colonfollowed by “entry
point” or theabbreviationof “ EP’. Anoptiona comment which describestheentry
point may follow theentry point comment.

eg., CLEAR;EP-CLEARSSCREEN
eg., CLEARENTRY POINT - CLEARSSCREEN

NEW WORDING: (Changesunder lined)

2.2.14Entry Points Linesthat areentry points(referenced by aDO or GOTOIn
other routines) will consist only of alabel andasemi-colonfollowed by “ ENTRY
POINT " or theabbreviationof “EP’. Anoptional comment which describesthe

entry point may follow theentry point comment.

eg., CLEAR;EP-CLEARSSCREEN
eg., CLEARENTRY POINT - CLEARSSCREEN

EFFECT ANDRATIONALE:



Thischangehasthetext agreewiththesamplegiven.

3.

Section2.8.1 DeviceHandling, (Page21, RPM S SoftwareHandbook)
OLDWORDING:

2.8.1 DeviceHandling All devicesdlectionand closngwill bemadethroughtheuse
of theKernd supportedreferences. Seesections6.3and6.9for specificinformation
about the OPEN and CL OSE Commands.

NEW WORDING: (Changesunderlined)

2.8.1 DeviceHandling Alldevicesdectionandclosangwill bemadethroughthe

useof theKernd supportedreferences. SeeSections 2.4.9 and 2.4.3for
gpecificinformationabouttheOPENandCLOSE  commands.

EFFECT ANDRATIONALE:

Thischangecorrectstwo sectionreferencesand changesanincorrect capitalization.

4.

Appendix C, Section 6.1 Position 8: (Page 35, RPM S SoftwareHandbook)
OLDWORDING:

6.1 Pogition 8 Character position 8inadocumentationfilewill contain oneof the
following codes.

Code Dexription

u User Manud

t Technicd Manud
S SecurityManud
r ReadmeFile

NEW WORDING: (Changesunderlined)

6.1 Pogition 8 Character pogition 8inadocumentation filewill contain oneof the
following codes.

Code Dexcription

u UserManud

t Technica Manud

S SecurityManud

r ReadmeFile

d Devel oper/Programmer Manud



EFFECT ANDRATIONALE:

A needwasidentified for acodeto accommodateaProgrammer manudl.

5.

Appendix F, Section3.9.3HELVETICA 10POINT BOLD (Page54, RPM S
SoftwareHandbook)

OLDWORDING:

HELVETICA 10POINT BOL D will beusedinthecomputer-interactivesectionsto
indicatetheinformationtypeby theuser inresponseto thecomputer prompts.

NEW WORDING: (Changesunderlined)
HELVETICA 10POINTBOLDor  ARIAL 10POINTBOLD _ will beusedinthe

computer-interactivesectionstoindicatetheinformationtypeby theuser inresponse
tothecomputer prompts.

EFFECT ANDRATIONALE:

Aria isvery smilar to Helveticafont. Someprogramsdo not provideHelveticafontsbut do
haveArid fonts.

6.

Appendix F, Section 3.16 Page Numbers(Page55, RPM S Software Handbook)

OLDWORDING:

3.16 PageNumbersPlace pagenumbersinthefooter. All pagesshouldbe
numbered except for thetitle pagesand their blank back sheet. Uselower case
Roman numera sto number pagesthat containthetableof contents, preface,
acknowledgementsor listsof tables.

NEW WORDING: (Changesunderlined)

3.16 PageNumbers Placepagenumbersinthefooter. All pages  must benumbered
consecutively  except for thetitle pagesand their blank back sheet. Uselower case
Roman numera sto number pagesthat contain thetableof contents, preface,

acknowledgments or ligtsof tables.  All other pagesmust be numbered 1 t0 999999
(e0..1.2.3.4.5...).

EFFECT ANDRATIONALE:

Changeistocorrect theBritishspdlling tothe American spelling of theword
acknowledgment. Themajor changeistorequireconsecutivenumbering of pagesin
manua susing strictly regular numeric numbering. Using other typesof numberingwas
found very cumbersomeand time-consumingwhen attempting to print out a.pdf fileand



keepthepagesin correct sequencewhentheprinter had problemsrequiringreprintinginthe
middleof adocument.

7.

Procedurefor Performing BetaTesting, Section1 (Page191, RPM SSoftware
Handbook)

1.1 Referenceto Attachment A insentencethreeshouldread:

SRCB will obtaintheappropriatesignaturesfromthetesting participants, as
applicable, asoutlinedin 2.

1.2  Frstsentence referenceto 1.1.1 and notes should bechangedtoread as
folows

Concurrentwithltem 1.1, theresponsibledevel oper will submit aset of package
filesi.e,, routines,ingtall guide, globas, and other files, to SRCB for apreiminary
review.

14  Referenceto AttachmentB shouldbechangedtoread2.2.

EFFECT ANDRATIONALE:

Changenecessary tocorrect referencesthat changedwhenthenew SACwaswritten.

RPM S Software Certification Policy and Guiddines, Section6.1,d. ande.
Minimum Documentation Required (Page 175, RPM S SoftwareHandbook)

OLDWORDING

d. IngtdlationIngtructions(NotesFile).

NEW WORDING: (Changesunder lined)

d. IngtdlationIngtructions(  Indal Guide File)

OLDWORDING:

e. ReadMeFileidentifyingtheword process ng packageused to preparethemanud,
typeof printer usedintheprocess, fontsused throughout themanual, andlist of files
includedinthedocumentationfiles.

NEW WORDING:

e ReadMeFileisonly requiredif thed ectronicversionof themanual srequires
morethanonefile (Ex., User Manua isso extensivethat it hasto bebroken



intotwoor moreindividud files). TheReadMefileisusedtoidentify the
list of filesincluded withinthedocumentationfile.

EFFECT AND RATIONALE:

Changed d. to conformtotherest of handbook whichreferstothelngtal Guidenot the
Notesfile. Itwasfoundthat therearelimitationsonfiles zeswithin certainword processing
packages. Thisrequired breaking alarge user manual into multiplefilesbeforethe manual
couldbecompleted. Also, theorigina wording of thissectionwasprepared prior tothe
implementation of .pdf filessothereisnoneed to specify theword process ng packageor
printer usedanymore.

9. Procedurefor Submitting Packagesfor Verification, Section1.1.2 (Page200,RPM S
SoftwareHandbook)

OLDWORDING:

1.1.2 Therewill beaminimum of four or fiveindividua filesrequired. A tar fileis
not acceptable. They are:

Routinesfile(dwaysrequired)
Globasfile(if globa sbeingincluded)
I nstallation Guide (alwaysrequired)
ReleaseNotes(if subsequentrel ease)
Documentationfile(alwaysrequired)

If additiona filesarerequired, coordinationisrequired betweentheresponsible
developer andtheSRCB.

NEW WORDING: (Changed linesunderlined)
1.1.2 Therewill beaminimum of four or fiveindividua filesrequired. They are:

Routinesfile(dwaysrequired)
Globasfile(if globa sbeingincluded)

I nstallation Guide (alwaysrequired)
ReleaseNotes(if notthefirst release)
Documentationfile(alwaysrequired)
ReadMefile(if applicable)

If additiona filesarerequired, coordinationisrequired betweentheresponsible
developer andtheSRCB.

EFFECT ANDRATIONALE:

Theregtrictionfrom submitting atar fileof apackageisremoved. TheReadMefilewhichis
referenced e sawhereinthehandbookisincludedinthelist of possiblefilesthat canbe



submittedfor verification.
EFFECTIVEDATE: Immediady.

P easemake appropriate changesasnoted aboveto dl copiesof the 1996 RPM S Software
Handbook inyour possess onand disseminatethesechangesto affected personnd.

RAYMONDWILLIE

cc. ArealSCs
IHS Devel opersand Devel opment Contractors
DSM
DDPS



